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Ground Covers

Description

Description

DescriptionNymphaea odorata - White Water Lily

Nelumbo lutea - American Lotus

Nuphar lutea - Yellow Water Lily

This aquatic plant grows in shallow water and 

wetlands. The flower is a solitary 2–4 cm 

diameter with numerous small yellow petals. 

Flowering is from June to September. The 

flower is followed by a green bottle-shaped 

fruit.

American lotus is an emergent aquatic plant. It 

grows in lakes and swamps, as well as areas 

subject to flooding. Mature plants range in 

height from 2.6 to 4.9 ft. 

Flowering begins in late spring and may 

continue into the summer. 

The leaves are round with a waxy upper 

coating that is water-repellent. The flowers 

also float. They are have prominent yellow 

stamens and many white petals. The flowers 

open each day and close again each night and 

are very fragrant. 
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Well known in cultivation and has a reputation 

for withstanding neglect, giving rise to its 

common name of cast-iron plant. It is tolerant 

of low light, low humidity, temperature 

fluctuation and irregular watering. It is best 

situated in a position away from direct sun to 

avoid leaf bleaching. Good drainage is also 

required for optimal growth and to avoid root 

rot. The species is not seriously troubled by 

insects, however mites and scale may cause 

occasional problems. 

Foliage takes different shapes, from needle-

thin to broad and flat, symmetrical to 

irregular, spiky to soft. Leaf colors range from 

maroon, through shades of green, to gold. 

Varieties may have leaves with red, yellow, 

white and cream variations. Others may be 

spotted with purple, red, or cream, while 

others have different colors on the tops and 

bottoms of the leaves.

Some bromeliads are faintly scented, while 

Aspidistra elatior - Cast-Iron Plant Description

Spathoglottis plicata- Ground Orchid

Bromileads

Description

It is a terrestrial orchid with considerable 

horticultural value: rather easy and forgiving 

in cultivation, good stature, showy flowers and 

exceptionally fast growing. The leaves grow 

between 2-3 ft and rather slim - up to 2.7” 

wide - tapering to a point. Their colour varies 

from yellow-green to dark-green. Because 

they're thin in thickness and growing upright 

they tend to arch rather gracefully.

Description

Ground Covers
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A perennial, creeping herb. The leaves of this 

plant are succulent, smell of lemon if crushed, 

and relatively thick. The flowers are blue, with 

five petals. 

It will grow above the water if given the chance 

with similar but waxy leaves and will even 

flower underwater occasionally.

Iris Virginica - Blue Flag Iris Description

Virginia iris is a perennial plant. The slightly 

fragrant flowers. Each plant has 2 to 6 flowers 

that bloom from April to May upon a single, 

erect,  tall stalk. The stalk is sometimes 

branched and has a slight zigzag appearance. 

The plant has 2 to 4 bright green leaves that 

are flattened. Leaves are 1 – 3 cm wide and are 

sometimes longer than the flower stalk. 

Canna flaccida -  Yellow Canna Description

An aquatic species, with narrow, blue-green 

leaves, very pretty, large, lightly perfumed, 

canary yellow flowers growing in clusters at 

the tops of long stalks. The lip of the flower is 

wavy. Flowers emerge in the evening and 

wither in the heat of the following day. It can 

grow as a marginal plant in up to about 15cm 

of still or slow-moving water.

Bacopa caroliniana - Bacopa Description

Ground Covers
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Usually gamagrass is 2–3 feet tall. Seed 

producing season of the grass is from June to 

September.  The soil that is most suitable is 

moist. The plant can adapt in not only the 

moistened soil but also drained soil due to a 

great tolerance of salt compared to other 

species. 

Tripsacum floridanum- Dwf. Fakahatchee Description

Spartina bakeri-  Sand Cordgrass Description

It is native to the southeastern United States.

This species forms dense bunches up to 20 feet 

wide with stems up to 4 feet tall. The wiry 

leaves are light green on the undersides and 

darker on top.

This grass grows in aquatic and semiaquatic 

habitat, including beaches and ponds, and it 

can tolerate flooding. It can be grown as an 

ornamental.

Tripsacum dactyloides- Gamagrass Description

Ground Covers

Up to 3 feet tall. Fast rate of growth.  Full sun 

to partial shade

Fair salt tolerance; good drought tolerance, 

although prefers rich, damp, well-drained soil

Perennial, dense, compact, ornamental, clump-

forming grass; at least as wide as tall.

A miniature version of Fakahatchee Grass. 

Evergreen in South Florida.
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Hymenocallis spp. - Spider Lily Description

Ground Covers

"The perfect perennial" due to its dazzlings 

colors, ability to tolerate drought, and 

requiring very little care. Daylilies thrive in full 

sun, although certain daylilies require partial 

shade, depending on color. Lighter shades 

require the sun to bring out all of their color. 

Darker daylilies need shade because their 

darker colors absorb heat.

Daylilies have a relatively short blooming 

period, depending on the type of daylily. 

White, or bright blue, funnel-shaped flowers.  

During the summer they require plenty of 

water and are very effective on the margins of 

lakes or by running streams, where they 

thrive. 

Agapanthus africanus - African lily Description

Hemerocallis spp. - Daylily

The plants have large spectacular flowers. 

They like good drainage and grow well in a soil 

rich with organic matter.                                                           

'Alligator lily' (Hymenocallis palmeri) is found 

in southern Florida and has a yellow center. 

Hymenocallis speciosa produces brilliant 

flowers from late summer to late autumn.

Description
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Liriope muscari- Liriope Description

Flowers 4 inches. Bloom Color: White

Bloom Time: Jun through Nov

Water Use: Medium Light Requirement: Part 

Shade Soil Moisture: Wet

Conditions Comments: Not fussy about the 

amount of sun or shade it gets. Will bloom in 

deep shade. 

Nephrolepis exaltata - Sword Fern Description

It is a perennial plant hardy in USDA plant 

hardiness zones 9-11. Although the fern may 

appear totally dead due to frost, it will re-

emerge in the spring. The fern likes damp, but 

not soggy soil that is rich in nutrients. It is 

tolerant to drought. The fern thrives best in 

humid conditions. This plant prefers partial 

shade or full shade.

Ideal conditions are moist, fertile soils with 

partial shade. However, lilyturf tolerates wide 

range of light and soil conditions. Lilyturf is 

also tolerant of heat, humidity, and drought. 

No serious diseases or pests occur for 

cultivated Liriope muscari.

Crinum americanum - String Lily Description

Ground Covers
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DescriptionLantana spp. - Lantana

Sea Ox-Eye Daisy is an evergreen, low shrub 

usually 1 m or less in height with stem 

diameters of 1 cm, which forms mounds and 

mats.

The stems are gray with white, brittle wood. 

The simple leaves are fleshy and yellow-green, 

light-green, or gray-green and 3 to 8 cm long. 

The foliage is resinous and aromatic. 

Arachis glabrata - Perennial Peanut Description

Grows successfully on well-drained soils 

ranging from sands to clays.  Prefers acid soils 

but tolerates neutral to slightly alkaline soils  

It is extremely drought tolerant.  Generally can 

grow in moderate shade

Lantana includes both herbaceous plants and 

shrubs growing to 1.6–6.6 ft tall. 

Lantana's aromatic flower clusters are a mix of 

red, orange, yellow, or blue and white florets.  

The flowers typically change color as they 

mature, resulting in inflorescences that are 

two- or three-colored.

Borrichia frutescens - Sea Ox-eye Daisy Description

Ground Covers
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Bulbine is mostly dormant in summer, 

blooming in the spring, and then again in 

autumn although somewhat less.  They do not 

need any special attention or treatment, and 

build strong roots in a couple of months. 

Yellow and Orange flowering varieties.

Ground Covers

Ophiopogon japonicus - Mondo grass Description

It is an evergreen perennial plant. The flowers 

are white to pale lilac. The fruit is a blue berry. 

Provides an excellent groundcover. Several 

cultivars have been selected, including 'Albus' 

(white flowers), 'Compactus' and 'Kyoto 

Dwarf' (dwarf forms), and 'Silver Mist' 

(variegated, with white-striped leaves). It 

grows well in full sun or partial shade. 

Bulbine frutescens - Bulbine Description

Muhlenbergia capillaris - Muhly Grass Description

Muhly grass prefers a mildly acid organic soil. 

Its advantages for cultivation include being 

disease resistant, tolerant of shade, and easy to 

maintain with annual pruning.  Although 

tolerant of dry spells, it appreciates extra 

water in cultivation.  It is a known attractant 

for beneficial insects such as ladybug beetles 

as well as being an excellent garden plant 

because of its low maintenance and general 

beauty. 



-Purple Fountain Grass

-Dwarf Mexican Petunia
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Spectacular, low-growing, heat-tolerant 

perennial with profusions of violet, light pink 

or white flowers. Highly pest resistant. Quickly 

fills in as a ground cover.

Ground Covers
Pennisetum setaceum - rubrum Description

Fountain grass makes a dramatic statement 

anywhere in the landscape. Use it as a 

foundation plant, a specimen, in a group, or in 

a border. It fits in a desert garden or a rock 

garden or a low-maintenance area. It makes a 

striking accent in perennial beds. It can be 

used as a ground cover. It's good for median 

strips, parking lot borders and erosion control. 

Ruellia brittoniana Description
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Vines

Lonicera sempervirens - Coral Honeysuckle Description

It is an evergreen twining climber growing to 

20 ft or more through shrubs and young trees. 

The flowers are bright red to pinkish-red, and 

pollinated by Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

and insects.

Hedera canariensis - Algerian Ivy Description

It is an evergreen perennial climbing shrub or 

bush, growing to 20–30 m high where suitable 

surfaces are available, and also growing as 

ground cover where there are no vertical 

surfaces. 

The leaves of Hedera canariensis are broad 

glossy dark green in color and a little leathery. 

The flowers are greenish and the fruits, 

globular and black when ripe. 

It produces long tubular flowers which are red 

and yellow and frequently have a mocha 

fragrance. The leaves are dark green to almost 

purple and produced as opposite pairs with 

terminal tendrils. The vine often climbs very 

high, with leaves only remaining on the 

uppermost portion of the plant.

Bignonia capreolata - Cross Vine Description
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Tecoma capensis - Cape Honeysuckle

Vines

It is often used for hedging.  It can be planted 

in semi-shade to full sun. To keep this shrub 

clean and tidy, it must be pruned back in late 

winter to promote new growth and flowers. 

The application of a balanced fertilizer after 

pruning will enhance the growth and 

flowering.

Flowering time for this shrub is often year 

round. Flowers vary from red, deep orange, 

yellow to salmon. 

Description

Vitis rotundifolia - Muscadine Grape Description

They are well adapted to their native warm 

and humid climate; they need fewer chilling 

hours than better known varieties and they 

thrive on summer heat.  Berries range from 

bronze to dark purple to black in color when 

ripe. 

Flowers have five bluish-white petals. The 

flower normally blooms in July.

It thrives in areas with lots of available 

sunlight. It is not found in shady areas beneath 

a forest canopy.

Passiflora incarnata - Passion Flower Description



- Confederate Jasmine
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Vines

It can grow to 3–6 m high when given suitable 

climbing support in trees. The leaves are 

evergreen and lustrous dark green. The 

flowers are yellow, sometimes with an orange 

center, and trumpet-shaped. Its flowers are 

strongly scented and produce nectar that 

attracts a range of pollinators.

Gelsemium sempervirens - Yellow Jasmine Description

Trachelospermum jasminoides Description

Wisteria frutescens - Wisteria Description

It can grow up to 15m long over many 

supports. It produces dense clusters of blue-

purple flowers in late spring to early summer. 

The foliage consists of shiny, dark-green 

leaves. Wisteria prefers moist soils. It is 

considered shade tolerant, but will flower only 

when exposed to partial or full sun. 

Used as a climbing vine, a groundcover, and a 

fragrant potted plant on terraces and patios. It 

will flower in full sun, partial shade, or total 

shade, and requires well-drained soil, 

moderate water, moderate fertilizer, and a 

climbing structure.



          -Dwarf Confederate Jasmine
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Vines

Easy Care Plant Groundcover Evergreen

Light needs:  Partial to full sun

Water Needs:  Needs regular watering - 

weekly, or more often in extreme heat.

Average landscape size:  As a groundcover; 1 to 

2 ft. high, spreading to 10 to 12 ft.

Flower attributes:  Fragrant, Showy Flowers

Trachelospermum asiaticum Description



-American Beautyberry

-Dwarf Yaupon Holly
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Small Shrubs

Callicarpa americana Description

A moist clay or sand enriched with organic 

matter. It will fruit most abundantly in full sun 

but may be grown in light shade. The plant 

needs minimal care once its roots are 

established. Relatively insignificant flowers 

develop into prolific bright violet to magenta 

berry-like fruits which encircle the stem. 

Beautyberry is relatively disease and pest free.

The dense, rounded form requires infrequent 

pruning to maintain its 4- to 6-foot height and 

spread . Ideally suited as a low-growing 

foundation plant, Schillings dwarf holly works 

well as a tall groundcover because it forms a 

low, dense cover of green foliage when planted 

in mass. Can be sheared into low hedges in 

formal gardens, similar to the boxwoods in the 

early American gardens. The small, dark green 

leaves have a reddish cast when they are young 

and no spines. 

Ilex vomitoria 'Shilings' Description

Semi-evergreen shrub with a weeping form. 

The flowers of many cultivars are sweetly 

fragrant. Flower colors may be purple, white, 

pink, or red.

Likes well drained, average soil. They thrive in 

fairly dry conditions once established. Best in 

full sun to part sun.

Buddleja davidii - Butterfly Bush Description
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Small Shrubs

Acalypha hispida - Chenille Description

It can grow to be five to twelve feet tall, and 

have a spread of three to six feet. The flowers, 

which range in color from purple to bright red, 

grow in clusters along catkins. 

A small tree or bushy shrub with long, glossy, 

oblong leaves. Crown narrow, rounded; 

branches slender, upright. Flowers are small 

and white, appearing in dense, terminal 

clusters.   

Ardisia escallonoides - Marlberry Description

Deals well with salt-laden winds, making it a 

good choice for coastal areas. It produces 

shiny, deep green leaves and snowy white 

flowers whose perfumed scent intensifies at 

night. They bloom for months at a time. The 

ornamental plump, round, crimson berries 

appear in summer and fall (autumn) at the 

same time as the blooms. 

Carissa macrocarpa 'Boxwood Beauty' Description
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Small Shrubs

Queen Emma Crinum Lily Description

Sun Exposure: Sun to Partial Shade

Bloom Color:Pink, Rose/Mauve, Purple

Bloom Time:Late Springthrough Mid Summer

Foliage: Blue-Green Shiny/Glossy

Size: 3' by 3'

Lyonia lucida - Shiny Lyonia Description

This shrub can grow to 12 feet in height and 

just as wide. The leathery leaves are alternately 

arranged on scaly twigs. The flowers which are 

usually pink but may be white or red. Grows in 

shrubby bogs, wet savannas, conifer swamps, 

and scrub. It prefers acidic, saturated soils rich 

in organic matter. It may grow in shady 

understories but it does well in full sun.

Jasminum multiflorum - Downy Jasmine Description

Downy jasmine is fast-growing and easy to 

cultivate in acidic to alkaline soils.

Light: Full sun to partial shade.

Moisture: Moderately drought tolerant. 
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"Trinette" is the most commonly grown 

variegated cultivar. The all-green variety 

grows faster and larger and is included in the 4-

6 foot shrubs section. Charmingly pretty as an 

accent, foundation planting, or in a garden 

bed, this dwarf schefflera can add tropical flair 

to an otherwise ho-hum landscape. It can be 

grown to highlight other plants or stand out as 

star of the show with its bright yellow and 

green foliage.

Small Shrubs

Rosa 'Radrazz' - Knockout Rose Description

This shrub rose set a new standard in disease 

resistance with little to no maintenance 

required. The bloom cycle produces rich 

cherry red/hot pink blooms that will continue 

until the first hard frost. Black spot resistant, 

drought tolerant and self-cleaning, this rose 

suits every garden and every lifestyle.

Croton spp. - Croton Description

Few other plants can surpass them in both 

foliage color and leaf shape variation. Leaf 

colors range from reds, oranges and yellows to 

green with all combinations of variegated 

colors. Leaf shapes vary from broad and 

elliptical to narrow and almost linear. Leaf 

blades range from flat to cork-screw-shaped. 

Schefflera arboricola - Arboricola Description



-Dwarf Walter's Viburnum
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Partial to full sun Needs regular watering - 

weekly, or more often in extreme heat.

Compact shrub or small tree 4 to 5 ft. tall and 

wide. Flower color:  White

Blooms:  Spring  Foliage color:  Dark Green

A shade tolerant medium-sized shrub native to 

Florida. It produces "small, red, ellipsoid 

berry" that resemble "the true coffee bean" in 

shape and attract birds.Its maximum height 

ranges from approximately 4-10 feet.  The 

shiny, dark green foliage gives a rich texture to 

any landscape. The small, white flower occurs 

terminally on the branchlets during the warm 

months of the year. 

Psychotria nervosa - Wild Coffee Description

Shrub growing to 3.3–9.8 ft tall.  The leaves 

are simple and secrete a resinous substance. 

The flowers are yellow to orange-red and 

produced in panicles. 

Viburnum obovatum 'Densa' Description

Small Shrubs
Dodonaea viscosa - Varnish Leaf Description



- Sandankwa Viburnum
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It is a compact, perennial shrub. It grows up to 

3.7m in height.  The coarse leaves are dark 

green and densely cover the shrub.  Small 

tubular flowers are borne on the ends of new 

branches in the spring, and sporadically 

appear in the summer. They are white to pale 

pink, followed by small red berries in the fall 

that attract wildlife.

This plant is attractive to bees, butterflies 

and/or birds.  Drought-tolerant; suitable for 

xeriscaping.  Average Water Needs; Water 

regularly; do not overwater!  Bloom Color: 

Bright Yellow  Sun Exposure: Full Sun  

Height:  4-6 ft.

Galphimia gracilis - Thyralis Description

Gardenia jasminoides is a shrub with greyish 

bark and dark green shiny evergreen leaves 

with prominent veins. The white flowers 

bloom in spring and summer and are highly 

fragrant. 

Viburnum suspensum Description

Small Shrubs
Gardenia jasminoides - Gardenia Description
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This is a low-growing plant, with trunk that 

grows to 3–25 cm high and diameter.  Zamia 

pumila inhabits a variety of habitats with well-

drained sands or sandy loam soils. It prefers 

filtered sunlight to partial shade.

Zamia furfuracea - Cardboard Palm Description

This plant is easy to care for and grows best in 

moist, well-drained soil. They do well in full 

sun or shade, but not in constant deep shade. 

They are fairly salt- and drought-tolerant, but 

should be protected from extreme cold. They 

should occasionally be fed with palm food.

Description

It is an evergreen, perennial shrub or small 

tree, 3.3–23 ft in height, widely cultivated as a 

garden plant.

Zamia pumila - Coontie Description

Small Shrubs
Acca sellowiana- Pineapple Guava



-Flax Lily
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Grown for its attractive, variegated, iris-like 

foliage. Groundcover, specimen, or container 

grown. May reseed itself.  Produces a small 

flower on a stalk above the main body of the 

plant.

Dianella tasmanica 'Variegata'

There are many low growing junipers for our 

area.  One of the best of the non-green 

spreading junipers, Parson's Juniper offers 

grayish blue-green foliage on a prostrate, 

spreading form. Fill between larger shrubs, 

spread along slopes or cascade over walls with 

this versatile groundcover.

Small Shrubs
Bougainvillea ‘Helen Johnson’ Description

Bougainvillea ‘Helen Johnson’ is the only true 

dwarf bougainvillea that we have found to 

have the best growth pattern and most reliable 

flowering habit.  This cultivar is ideal for use 

as bougainvillea groundcover, and is 

absolutely stunning as a mass planting!  New 

growth opens coppery orange, maturing into a 

uniform pink color.  Bracts are small and 

twisted in arrangement.  Leaves are small, 

opening greenish-tan, maturing to a dark-

green.

Juniper spp. - Juniper Description

Description
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Allamandas are breathtaking when in the full 

glory of their bloom. Plant them where they 

will be as conspicuous as possible. In the 

tropics, they are often pruned and maintained 

as blooming hedge plants. They can be allowed 

to grow up slender trees, where they make a 

profusion of blooms at the top and on the way 

up. A dwarf variety is also available.

Agave spp. - Century Plant Description

Succulents with a large rosette of thick, fleshy 

leaves, each ending generally in a sharp poin. 

They are popular ornamental plants.  Each 

rosette grows slowly to flower only once. 

During flowering, a tall stem grows from the 

center of the leaf rosette and bears a large 

number of short flowers. After development of 

fruit, the original plant dies, but suckers are 

frequently produced from the base of the stem, 

which become new plants.

Small Shrubs
Acalypha wilkesiana - Copperleaf Description

A popular outdoor plant that provides color 

throughout the year. It is used in mixed hedges 

and shrub borders and as a specimen shrub. 

Elsewhere copperleaf is grown as an annual 

where it's spectacular foliage replaces flowers 

from late summer until frost. Copperleaf is 

also grown indoors as a container plant. 

However, it must be maintained in a warm, 

humid, bright environment. Cut off the tips of 

growing shoots to get a bushier plant. 

Allamanda cathartica - Allamanda Description
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Small Shrubs
Plumbago auriculata  - Plumbago Description

Plumbago is an evergreen shrub. Plumbago 

can be pruned to grow like a vine and scramble 

over supports, or pruned into a more compact 

mounded shrub Plumbago blooms all year 

long except for the coldest winter months. 

Tibouchina urvilleana - Glory Bush Description

A vigorous grower that forms majestic mounds 

of handsome foliage that is covered during the 

warm months with big beautiful bluish purple 

flowers.The simple leaves are velvety green 

and often tinged with red and are lighter on 

the undersides.  It blooms heavily in summer 

and sporadically throughout the year. 

Ixora coccinea - Dwarf Ixora Description

Ixora is a dense, multi-branched evergreen 

shrub, commonly 4-6 ft .  Ixora has a rounded 

form, with a spread that may exceed its height. 

The glossy, leathery, oblong leaves are about 4 

in long. Small scarlet or yellow flowers are 

produced almost all year long. There are 

numerous named cultivars differing in flower 

color (yellow, pink, orange) and plant size. 

Ixora 'Nora Grant' is a popular dwarf. 



-Firecracker Plant
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Small Shrubs
Podocarpus macrophylla - Podocarpus

Russelia equisetiformis Description

Firecracker plant is fast growing, easy to 

cultivate and blooms almost continuously. 

This plant is a must have for tropical butterfly 

gardens.

Description

Podocarpus works well in both informal and 

sheared hedges and as a foundation shrub. It's 

effective beside tall buildings, or anywhere a 

tall, narrow specimen is needed. Because of 

shade tolerance, makes an ideal courtyard 

tree. Some grand, ancient podocarps grace the 

heights of 3-story courtyards in New Orleans.

Rhaphiolepis indica - Indian Hawthorn Description

Compact evergreen shrubs that grow 3 to 5 

feet in height eventually forming a mound that 

is about as wide as high. The leaves are thick 

and leathery. They are dark green on top and 

lighter on bottom . Star shaped flowers are 

white or light pink, and may be lightly 

fragrant.  
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Small Shrubs
 Nandina domestica - Heavenly Bamboo Description

Easily grown in average, medium moisture, 

well-drained soils in full sun to part shade. 

Some tolerance for full shade, but foliage often 

grows best in full sun with some afternoon 

shade. Tolerates a wide range of soils, but 

prefers moist humusy ones. Best fruiting 

occurs when grown in groups. Single 

specimens may fruit poorly. This shrub is 

evergreen in the warm winter climates of 

USDA Zones 8-10.



-Virginia Sweetspire
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Large Shrubs

Height:  10-12 ft. 

Sun Exposure: Full Sun to Light Shade

Bloom Color:  White/Near White

Foliage: Evergreen

Requires consistently moist soil; do not let dry 

out between waterings

Rapanea punctata - Myrsine

Cephalanthus occidentalis - Buttonbush Description

Description

Shrub that averages 3.3–9.8 ft in height. Each 

flower is white to pale yellow.   Buttonbush is a 

common shrub of many wetland habitats

Typically grows 3-4' tall.   Fragrant, tiny white 

flowers  which cover the shrub with bloom in 

early summer. Dark green leaves turn an 

attractive garnet red in autumn, sometimes 

persisting on the shrub until December. Easily 

grown in average, medium to wet, well-

drained soil in full sun to part shade. 

Adaptable to shade. Prefers moist, humusy 

soils, but tolerates a wide range of soil 

conditions.

Itea virginica 'Henry's Garnett' Description
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Large Shrubs

It commonly ranges in height from 4 to 10 feet 

and often occurs in coastal conditions and 

near wetlands. The common name 

Necklacepod is derived from the characteristic 

string of seed pods that develop after its yellow 

flowers germinate into seeds.  Necklacepod is 

a nectar plant for bees, butterflies, and in parts 

of the Americas hummingbirds as well. It is 

suggested for use by native plant enthusiasts 

in Florida as a good landscape plant for 

xeriscaping.

Chrysobalanus icaco - Cocoplum Description

Sophora tomentosa - Necklace Pod Description

A shrub 3.3–9.8 ft. It has evergreen broad-

oval to nearly round somewhat leathery leaves 

. Leaf colors range from green to light red. The 

bark is greyish or reddish brown, with white 

specks.  The flowers are small & white, 

appearing in late spring. In late summer it 

bears berries up to 5 cm in diameter, pale-

yellow with rose blush or dark-purple in color.

Yaupon Holly is an evergreen shrub or small 

tree reaching 5–9 m tall, with smooth, light 

gray bark and slender, hairy shoots. The leaves 

are glossy dark green above, slightly paler 

below. The flowers are white.  The berry is a 

small round, shiny, and red.

DescriptionIlex vomitoria - Yaupon Holly
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The plant is native to a marsh-like habitat. It 

dies back during the winter and grows from 7-

10'. In addition to the scarlet flowering variety, 

a white flowering variety is also known as the 

white Texas star or lone star hibiscus.

Large Shrubs

Sambucus simpsonii - Elderberry

Description

Viburnum obovatum - Walter's Viburnum Description

Small & shiny leaves. Commonly 6-15 ft or less 

in height. It often has multiple trunks. Young 

twigs have a reddish fuzz that is quite pretty. 

Walter's viburnum stays evergreen in mild 

winters. The tiny flowers are creamy white. 

Emerging in early spring along with the new 

shoots and leaves, they are mildly fragrant and 

very showy. The berrys, maturing in late 

summer, are at first red, then ripen to black. 

Hibiscus coccineus - Scarlet Hibiscus

Description

Shrub growing to 9 ft or more tall. In summer, 

it bears large white flowers above the foliage.

The berry is a dark purple to black berry. 
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Deals well with salt-laden winds, making it a 

good choice for coastal areas. It produces 

shiny, deep green leaves and snowy white 

flowers whose perfumed scent intensifies at 

night. They bloom for months at a time. The 

ornamental plump, round, crimson berry 

appears in summer and fall (autumn) at the 

same time as the blooms. 

Carissa macrocarpa - Carissa Description

It blooms regularly throughout the year with a 

wonderful aroma.  Fragrant eucalyptusy 

leaves.  Edible, orange seeds.  Because it's 

evergreen, it's not as messy as oaks and other 

deciduous trees.

Firebush is a showy fast-growing evergreen 

shrub that can get up to 15 ft tall, but usually 

stays much smaller. Throughout the year, 

firebush produces showy bright reddish-

orange or scarlet flowers. The clusters of 

berries also are showy. Each berry is a juicy 

berry ripening from green to yellow to red and 

finally to black. A firebush plant usually has 

flowers and berries in various stages.

Large Shrubs
Hamelia patens- Firebush Description

Myrcianthes fragrans Description
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Firespike grows to about 4 feet tall with an 

upright habit which has naturalized in Florida. 

The shiny dark green leaves of this plant reach 

a length of 7 to 8 inches.  Beautiful terminal or 

axillary spikes of tubular red flowers appear on 

firespike in the fall and winter. These showy 

flowers attract hummingbirds and several 

species of butterflies.

Odontonema strictum - Firespike Description

Multiple, twisted trunks with smooth, light 

grey bark, aromatic, olive green leaves, and 

clusters of grey-blue, waxy berries on female 

plants which are attractive to wildlife are just 

some of the reasons Southern Wax Myrtle is 

such a popular landscape plant. This rapidly-

growing, small, evergreen native tree is usually 

seen in the 10 to 20-foot range. It is ideal for 

use as a small tree, the lower limbs removed to 

reveal its picturesque form. 

This rapidly growing, evergreen, Florida native 

shrub has olive green leaves and reddish-

purple, starry, two-inch flowers. The many 

slender branches droop to the ground giving a 

rounded, open canopy in the shade, ideal for 

natural settings, or in sunny locations it can be 

pruned into dense hedges or windbreaks. The 

small maroon flowers appear in spring. The 

leaves of Florida Anise give off a distinctive 

odor when bruised or crushed. 

Large Shrubs
DescriptionIllicium floridanum - Florida Anise

Myrica cerifera - Wax Myrtle Description
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Golden dewdrop is a evergreen shrub or small 

tree that can get up to 18 ft tall and just as 

wide. Some bushes are quite spiny, and some 

have no spines at all. The showy flowers bloom 

almost all year long. The individual flowers are 

light blue to violet or purple. The berry is 

yellow.

Description

Swamp Hibiscus is a big perennial, sometimes 

reaching 10 ft in height. The leaves are grayish 

green and velvety fuzzy top and bottom. It has 

grand flowers which are pale pinkish violet 

with crimson bases. The spectacular flowers 

open in the late afternoon and are finished by 

noon the following day, but a succession of 

blooms keeps up the show from mid summer 

through autumn. 

Description

This plant is a shrub or small tree growing up 

to three seven meters tall. They have gray or 

brownish twigs. The flowers are small and 

greenish yellow in color. They are pollinated 

by insects. The berry is a black or bluish up to 

a centimeter long. It stains cloth and skin and 

is bad-tasting.

Large Shrubs

Hibiscus grandiflorus- Swamp Hibiscus

Forestiera stegregata - Florida Privet

Duranta repens - Golden Dewdrop Description
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Large Shrubs

Viburnum odoratissimum var. awabuki

Planted for its large, banana-like leaves and 

upright, clumping stalks which give an exotic 

feel to the landscape. Can reach 20 to 30 feet 

in height with a spread of 10 feet. The lower 

trunk becomes clear of leaves and exposed as 

the older leaves drop off. Leaves rip along the 

veins as they are blown by strong winds.

Large, leathery, highly lustrous leaves and 

clusters of extremely fragrant, small, white 

flowers, completely covering the plant in 

springtime, make Awabuki Sweet Viburnum a 

plant with great potential. It is often used as a 

screen or clipped hedge. About 15 to 20 feet at 

maturity. The flowers are often followed by 

small, showy red berries which are highly 

ornamental.

Bougainvillea spp. - Bougainvillea Description

The Bougainvillea is an immensely showy, 

floriferous and hardy plant.  Virtually pest-free 

and disease resistant, an abundance of color 

and vitality when it is well looked after.  It can 

be a small manageable pot plant or a sizeable 

tree, to spread itself vertically on a wall, or 

climb up a trellis and form a luscious crown or 

burst forth into graceful arches.  

Strelitzia nicolai Description

Description
- Awabuki Sweet Viburnum
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Large Shrubs

Conocarpus erectus var.sericeus Description
- Silver Buttonwood Salt tolerant and thrives in soils that are acidic 

to alkaline, clayey to sandy, and dry to wet. It 

does well in cities where air pollution, 

compacted soils and poor drainage preclude 

most trees. It is one tough tree, but it doesn't 

like frost!  It is ideal in an informal hedge, a 

clipped hedge, or as a specimen tree. Silver 

buttonwood makes an outstanding beachfront 

tree where it will become contorted and 

twisted as it adapts to the constant wind and 

spray. 
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Chamaerops humilis Description

Grows up to 20 ft tall.  Sun or shade but looks 

its best in bright light.  It prefers moist, well-

drained fertile soils.  Primarily is used as a 

shrub, hedge or screen

Dypsis lutescens - Areca Palm Description

Hardiest of all palms. Attractive multi-trunked 

habit forming rounded clumps. Attractive, 

compact blue-green crown.  Slow grower to 10 

to 15 ft. tall and wide.

It is a large robust palm with a single 

unbranching trunk that grows to about 50 ft.  

In mid-summer the cabbage palm bears 

creamy white flowers.  Flowers are followed in 

late fall or early winter by black spherical 

berry.  Full sunlight to some shade.  Tolerates 

drought, standing water and brackish water.

Palms

Sabal palmetto - Cabbage Palm Description
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Butia capitata - Pindo Palm Description

These palms can be grown in full sun (if the 

water is kept up to them), or in the shade. 

They do like more water than most palms, 

with some even thriving in poorly drained 

areas. It is quite a fast grower, averaging about 

1-3 feet per year.

Archontophoenix alexandrae Description

An attractive, cold-tolerant palm, butia 

capitata can be found as far north as 

Washington state and as far south as Florida. 

It makes an attractive specimen, with light 

green, silvery-gray leaves. 

A hardy palm that grows in a clumping 

arrangement, with most of the trunk 

underground. Flower clusters and berry rise 

above the leaves and may bend to the ground. 

A fine subject for containers and mass 

plantings.  Slowly grows to 6 ft., with fronds 

up to 5 ft. high and wide.

Palms

Sabal minor - Dwarf Palmetto Description
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- Needle Palm
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Rhaphis exceisa - Lady Palm Description

Grow in shade to part shade for best leaf color. 

Plants grown in direct sun tend to fade to 

yellow green and tip burn in hot weather if not 

provided adequate moisture.  Adaptable to 

most soils.  This palm can survive periods of 

drought once established.  USDA Zones 9 - 11. 

Can survive temperatures down to mid 

twenties without damage. Lower temperatures 

will kill stems but plant may recover.

Rhapidophyllum hystrix Description

Established plants are drought tolerant and 

are perfect for shady xeriscape plantings. 

Surprisingly the needle palm is also happy to 

grow in wet soils and can even survive flooding 

and standing water. Use near ponds and 

streams and swampy forests. Needle palm is 

also useful around swimming pools where it's 

clean habit and ability to take continual 

splashes with chlorinated water make it a good 

choice.

Description

This attractive clumping palm punctuates the 

flat horizon of the Everglades across South 

Florida. The Everglades palm can be seen 

growing in great mounds that erupt from the 

edges of the small islands that dot this "river of 

grass". Also know as paurotis palm, it makes a 

beautiful and interesting landscape specimen. 

Palms

Acoelorrhaphe wrightii
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Serenoa repens - Saw Palmetto Description

This palm makes a great accent which fits well 

into small areas like courtyards and entries. It 

is a tough plant and survives in hot urban 

landscapes and even thrives there if watered 

and fed.  Loves partial shade.

Chinese fan palm is not particular about soil.  

Likes direct sun and bright situations. Young 

plants look better when grown in part shade. 

This palm forms a long tap root and can 

survive extended periods of drought. Provide 

adequate moisture for more rapid growth.

Trachycarpus fortunei Description

Saw palmetto is a beautiful little palm and 

deserves a place in the ornamental landscape 

with the silver form being especially attractive. 

Plant saw palmettos in front of clumps of 

larger palms, or even underneath large palms. 

They look good massed in clumps in mixed 

borders, or as framing hedges. Use as accents 

to trees or in foundation plantings.

Palms
Livistona chinensis Description
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Plant in sandy, fast draining soil. 

Bright conditions including full sun. Sago can 

also handle full shade with no ill effect (its 

leaves grown larger in the shade). Here in 

Florida it seems to be less susceptible to leaf 

spot disease when grown in semishaded 

conditions.

Needs good drainage or it will rot. Sago is 

drought resistant when mature. 

Cycas revoluta - King Sago Description

Description

Foxtail palms are exceptionally hardy and easy 

to grow. They tolerate a wide variety of well 

drained soils, including alkaline soils.  The 

foxtail growth rate has been documented to be 

2-3 ft /year under good conditions. Foxtail 

palms tolerate light frost, rarely attract pests 

and disease, and are resistant to lethal 

yellowing.

This palm is easy going in its requirements 

and will grow in most soils except those that 

are constantly soggy. Christmas palm is 

moderately salt tolerant.  Prefers full sun but 

will take some shade.  This palm appreciates 

regular waterings but will tolerate periods of 

drought if not prolonged. USDA Zones 10 - 12 

Wodyetia bifurcata - Foxtail Palm Description

Palms
Veitchia merrillii- Christmas Palm
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This palm excels in containers of all kinds. 

Also looks great by patios and entry ways. Use 

clumps of these palms as specimens and to 

serve as focal point in a mass planting of 

annuals. Also nice combined with evergreen 

shrubs in a mixed hedge. This rugged little 

palm looks great indoors - give it a bright spot 

and keep it out of drafts and away from where 

someone could brush against the spines.

Beaucarnea recurvata - Ponytail Palm Description

Ponytail makes a large and handsome 

houseplant, doing well even in rooms with air 

conditioning as long as it has bright light. It's a 

good specimen plant for a rock garden in a 

dry, warm climate. They do well even in rainy 

climates like Florida as long as the soil is 

sandy and extremely well drained. 

Palms
Yucca aloifolia - Spanish Bayonet Description

Use as an accent behind beds and borders. 

Plant them in a cluster in a sunny corner of the 

landscape. Spanish bayonet may be the 

ultimate in "security plants" - it can be planted 

beneath windows and other access points 

where its fiercely pointed leaves will prevent 

passage of all interlopers human and 

otherwise.

Phoenix roebelenii - Pygmy Date Palm Description
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Ti is a palmlike evergreen shrub that can get 

up to 10 ft tall. However, most of us know it as 

a smaller foliage house plant, before much of a 

trunk has developed. The leaves are 12-30 in 

long, 4-6 in wide and may be glossy green, 

reddish purple, or marked with various 

combinations of purple, red, yellow or white.

Hyophorbe lagenicaulis - Bottle Palm Description

This little dwarf of a palm will grow slowly to a 

height of 10-12 ft (3.1-3.7 m). The solitary 

trunk is grotesquely swollen and looks as if it 

were cast in smooth grey concrete. The trunk 

is a rounded bulge in young specimens and 

gradually elongates and flattens somewhat as 

the palm matures. 

Palms
 Dracaena marginata - Dragon Tree Description

Typically grows to 6’ tall or more over time 

unless pruned shorter. It features perhaps the 

narrowest leaves of the various species of 

dracaena sold in commerce. Slender gray 

upright stems are topped by tufts of arching, 

glossy, sword-shaped leaves. Leaves are deep 

green with narrow reddish edges. ‘Tricolor’ is a 

popular cultivar which adds a thin yellow 

stripe to each leaf.

Cordyline fruticosa - Ti Plant Description
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Smaller Trees

Salix caroliniana - Carolina Willow Description

Acacia farnesiana - Sweet Acacia Description

Carolina willow usually grows in full sun, but 

can tolerate partial shade.  It grows in 

wetlands and likes a soil that never dries out. 

It can tolerate periodic flooding. 

Full sun to partial shade. Southern magnolia is 

extremely drought tolerant. It does best, 

however, in rich, well-drained, acidic soils.  

USDA Zones 7-9. Newer cultivars have 

extended the range in which the southern 

magnolia can be grown northward into Zone 

5!  Little Gem Magnolia is the dwarf cultivar of 

this tree.

Magnolia grandiflora Description

It is hardy to zone 8. It is in flower from Feb to 

March. Suitable for: light (sandy), medium 

(loamy) and heavy (clay) soils, prefers well-

drained soil and can grow in nutritionally poor 

soil. It can grow in very acid, very alkaline and 

saline soils.  It cannot grow in the shade. It 

prefers dry or moist soil and can tolerate 

drought.
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Smaller Trees

Citharexylum fruticosum Description

Eugenia axillaris - White Stopper Description

Fiddlewood can grow to about 40 feet tall. 

Leaves are unusually glossy. The plant 

produces several trunks giving rise to a multi-

stemmed shrub or small tree. Small, white 

showy flowers produced in the summer 

months contrast nicely with the shiny foliage. 

Young plants can be upright and rounded; 

older specimens develop a rounded vase form 

with lower branches removed.

White stopper is well known for its fragrance. 

These evergreen small trees grow to about 25 

feet. They are native to sandy coastal areas. 

The small leaves emerge bright red, turning a 

medium green several weeks later. White or 

cream-yellow flowers are numerous. 

A small, flowering, deciduous tree which 

grows 10-25 feet in sun to shade on usually 

wet soils. Fruits are prized by birds. White, 

very showy flowers in the spring.

Cornus foemina - Swamp Dogwood Description
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Tabebuia umbellata is another yellow trumpet tree.
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Smaller Trees

Pinus clausa - Sand Pine Description

This native North American pine is usually 

seen as a scrubby tree often seen 15 to 40 feet 

tall, with a slow growth rate. The supple, 

evergreen leaves and the plant's ability to 

thrive in almost any soil make Sand Pine a 

good choice for use as a Christmas tree, with 

proper shearing. The 2 to 3.5-inch-long, spiny 

cones persist for quite a while on the tree, 

often becoming embedded in the wood of the 

twigs. 

Lagerstroemia indica - Crape Myrtle Description

Tree is often seen as a small, 15 to 25-foot-tall 

tree. Tree has four-inch-long silvery leaves 

with tan, fuzzy undersides. In April to May 

these trees put on their heaviest flowering 

display, the trumpet-shaped of bright yellow 

blossoms. Some trees produce a small number 

of flowers sporadically throughout the warm 

season. The eight-inch-long seed capsules 

which follow are brown, hairy, and persist on 

the tree through the winter. 

A long period of striking summer flower color, 

attractive fall foliage, and good drought-

tolerance all combine to make Crape-Myrtle a 

favorite small tree for either formal or 

informal landscapes. It is highly recommended 

for planting in urban and suburban areas. 

Tabebuia chrysotricha Description



- Weeping Bottlebrush
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Smaller Trees
Callistemon viminalis Description

Eugenia confusa - Spanish Stopper Description

Ulmus alata - Winged Elm Description

The evergreen leaves are firm and glossy, and 

the flowers white. Attractive foliage, flowers, 

and berries.  It grows to about 35 feet and is 

well suited for street tree and parking lot 

planting. 

This popular evergreen tree has a dense, 

multitrunked, low-branching, pendulous 

growth habit and a moderate growth rate. 

Most trees are seen 15 to 20 feet high and 

wide. The light green leaves tend to grow only 

at the ends of the long, hanging branches, 

creating a weeping effect. The bright scarlet 

blooms appear  March through July. 

Usually seen at 40 to 50 feet high.  Fast-

growing deciduous tree is quickly identified by 

the corky, winglike projections which appear 

on opposite sides of twigs and branches. It is 

found growing in wet sites as well as dry, rocky 

ridges it is a very adaptable tree for urban 

planting. 
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Smaller Trees
Cordia sebestena - White Geiger

This evergreen tree grows slowly to a height of 

25 feet. The large dark green leaves are rough 

and hairy, feeling much like sandpaper. 

Appearing throughout the year, but especially 

in spring and summer, are white flowers which 

appear in clusters at branch tips. The splendid 

flowers are followed by pear-shaped fruits, 

which are not particularly tasty. 

Description

Jatropha integerrima - Jatropha

Small tree with glossy leaves and clusters of 

star shaped bright scarlet flowers. The plant 

has a rounded form and gets up to 15 ft tall. 

Often grows shrublike with several slender 

trunks, but it can be pruned to a single trunk. 

The leaves are bronze when young and 

brownish on the undersides. The flowers are 

occur almost all year round. 'Compacta' is a 

smaller, more compact cultivar.

Description

Osmanthos fragrans - Tea Olive Description

Winter hardy to about 10 degrees F.  In warm 

winter areas, it is easily grown in average, 

consistently moist, well-drained garden soils 

in full sun to part shade. Best with part 

afternoon shade in hot summer climates. 

Tolerates heavy clays. Drought tolerant once 

esta-blished. May be trained as a small tree, 

shrub or espalier. Clip off growing tips to 

maintain compact size and to encourage 

bushiness.
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This densely-foliated, wide pyramidal, 

columnar or oval evergreen grows fairly 

quickly, ultimately reaching heights up to 40 

feet with a 25-foot spread. Some individual 

plants grow wider than tall as they grow older. 

Some botanists do not make a distinction 

between Juniperus silicicola and Juniperus 

virginiana . Its fine-textured, medium green 

leaves and drooping branchlets help to soften 

the rather symmetrical, oval juvenile form. 

Mature specimens of Southern Redcedar take 

Juniper silicicola Description

It can reach heights of 30 to 50 feet and grows 

best in partial shade to full sun. Leaves are 

dark green with a slightly hairy underside. The 

bark is light gray, thin, and scaly, and becomes 

rough and furrowed with age. While this tree 

may grow with a single trunk, it is often found 

with several crooked or leaning trunks. 

Flowers bloom in early spring before leaves 

emerge. 

Fraxinus caroliniana - Pop Ash Description

Dahoon Holly is usually seen at a height of 20 

to 30 feet with an 8 to 12-foot spread. Shiny 

dark green leaves.  Possessing male and female 

flowers on separate plants, at least two 

Dahoon Hollies (male and female) must be 

planted in the landscape to ensure production 

of the brilliant red berries in fall and winter. 

The berries serve as an excellent food source 

for wildlife.

Medium Trees

Ilex cassine - Dahoon Holly Description



- Eagleston Holly

Persea borbonia - Redbay Description

This native evergreen tree can reach 50 feet in 

height with a comparable spread but is often 

seen somewhat shorter and wider, particularly 

when grown in the open in an urban area. The 

glossy medium green leaves emit a spicy 

fragrance when crushed. The fruits are 

enjoyed by birds and squirrels and add to the 

tree's overall attractiveness. The trunk bears 

very showy, ridged, red-brown bark.

Bursera simaruba - Gumbo Limbo Description

This semievergreen tree is usually seen 25 to 

40 feet tall and 25 to 30 feet wide in landscape 

plantings. The trunk and branches are thick 

and are covered with resinous, smooth, 

peeling coppery bark with an attractive, shiny, 

freshly-varnished appearance. A native of 

south Florida and the tropical offshore islands.

Medium Trees

Ilex x attenuata "Eagleston" Description

Small tree 18'–25'height / 6'–10' spread 

Pyramidal, dense; medium green leaves with 

soft spines; red berries
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Myrsine guianensis - Myrsine Description

Magnolia virginiana - Sweetbay

This evergreen shrub has smooth green 

foliage. It can reach a height of 15 to 20 feet. 

Small greenish-yellow flowers occur in clusters 

that are found along the branches. Flowers are 

succeeded by decorative, shiny, black berries; 

plants of both sexes must be grown close by to 

obtain berrying.

Description

Sweetbay Magnolia is a evergreen to semi-

evergreen tree, ideal for use as a patio tree or 

specimen. It can grow to a mature height of 40 

feet. Trees glimmer in the wind due to the 

whitish-green undersides of the leaves. 

Flourishes in moist, acid soils. The creamy-

white, lemon-scented flowers appear from 

June through September.

Description

Tree can grow to 75 feet tall, has a medium 

growth rate. Lower branches droop with age 

and will need to be removed if used as a street 

tree. Providing a brilliant display of red to 

deep purple foliage in the fall. The small, blue 

berrys may be considered a litter nuisance in 

urban/suburban plantings but are quite 

popular with many birds and mammals, and 

they wash away quickly. 

Medium Trees

Nyssa sylvatica - Swamp Tupelo
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This tree reaches 15 to 20 feet height.

The dark green leaves are joined in late winter 

or early spring by the showy,

trumpet-shaped blooms, appearing rose-pink 

to purple. 

Medium Trees
Tabebuia impetiginosa Description

This native of the upper Florida Keys produces 

a small, black seed-capsule. Black olive is a 40 

to 50-foot-tall evergreen tree with a smooth 

trunk holding up strong, wind-resistant 

branches.  The lush, dark bluish-green, 

leathery leaves are two to four inches long and 

clustered at branch tips, sometimes mixed 

with the 0.5 to 1.5-inch-long spines found 

along the branches. 

Bucida buceras - Black Olive Description

Sand live oak is a fast growing tree that is 

recommended for environmentally friendly 

landscapes within its native range. It is 

tolerant of salt spray, poor sandy soils, 

drought and neglect. Sand live oak is used 

interchangeably with live oak as a street tree 

and in parks. Sand live oak may grow faster 

than live oak, but it will not get as large, and is 

therefore more suitable for smaller 

landscapes. 

Quercus geminata - Sand Live Oak Description
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Medium Trees
Psidium cattleianum Description

This plant is attractive to bees, butterflies 

and/or birds.  Flowers are fragrant

This plant is suitable for growing indoors

Requires consistently moist soil; do not let dry 

out between waterings.  
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American Elm should be grown in full sun on

well-drained, rich soil. This native North 

American tree grows quickly when young, 

forming a broad or upright, vase-shaped

silhouette, 80 to 100 feet high and 60 to 120 

feet wide.  

Baldcypress is ideal for wet locations, but the 

trees will also grow emarkably well on almost 

any soil, including heavy, compacted, or poorly-

drained muck.  Locate where the sun will 

strike the tree on all sides for best symmetrical 

development. Baldcypress is relatively 

maintenance-free, requiring pruning only to 

remove dead wood. It maintains a desirably 

straight trunk and a moderately dense canopy.

Ulmus americana - American Elm Description

This beautiful maple is suitable for use as a 

shade tree and makes a very ornamental 

specimen with the added bonus of adding 

spring and fall color. As you might guess, the 

swamp maple is a great choice for planting in 

wet soils and along streams and at lakeside. It 

can reach heights of 100+ feet.

Taxodium distichum - Bald Cypress Description

Larger Trees

Acer rubrum - Red Maple / Swamp Maple Description
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This pine tree is capable of reaching 80 to 125 

feet in height with a 30 to 40-foot-spread. 

Longleaf Pine stays in its tufted, grass-like 

stage for five to seven years after germinating, 

growing very slowly while it develops a root 

system, then takes off at a moderate rate. The 

bright green, evergreen needles are up to 14 

inches long and very flexible, giving an almost 

weeping effect to the tree. 

This 30 to 50-foot evergreen has dark green 

mature leaves and weeping branch tips.  This 

podocarpus is quite striking when used as a 

specimen, shade tree, or screening plant. It 

can make a beautiful street or parking lot tree 

but lower branches need to be removed with 

time. This is a tough plant which can grow 

very well in urban conditions. Very adapted to 

restricted-soil planting sites, the roots rarely 

lift sidewalks or cause other problems. 

Pinus palustris - Longleaf Pine Description

Description

Soft, fernlike foliage and lavender-blue, lightly 

fragrant, trumpet-shaped flowers make this 

large, spreading tree an outstanding specimen 

planting. The striking blooms can appear any 

time from April through August.  Jacaranda 

may flower best when grown in poor soil. 

Jacarandas can reach 25 to 40 feet in height 

with an equal or greater spread, and the bent 

or arching trunks are covered with light grey 

bark. 

Podocarpus gracilior Description

Larger Trees

Jacaranda acutifolia - Jacaranda
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A large sprawling tree, usually graced with 

Spanish moss and strongly reminiscent of the 

Old South. Reaching 40 to 60 feet in height 

with a 60 to 100 foot spread.  It makes an 

excellent street tree in the South. Give it plenty 

of room since the trunk can grow to more than 

six feet in diameter. 

Gordania lasianthus Description

Larger Trees
Quercus virginiana - Live Oak Description

Large, beautiful, saucer-shaped, fragrant 

flowers is almost a Southern landscape 

tradition. Capable of growing at a moderate 

rate to a height of 80 feet or more with a 30 to 

40-foot spread. The trunk on large specimens 

can grow to more than three feet in diameter, 

and frequently grows straight up through the 

center of the crown. 

A native American, usually single-trunked, 

evergreen tree, Loblolly-Bay reaches a height 

of 35 to 60 feet with a columnar or pyramidal, 

very open growth habit. Although evergreen, 

several individual leaves at a time will turn a 

brilliant scarlet color in the fall. The white cup-

shaped flowers open from late spring through 

summer and are very attractive but sparsely 

produced throughout the canopy. 

Magnalia grandiflora Description
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Description

It is fast-growing, but not very long-lived by 

pine standards (to 200 years), and prefers 

humid climates and moist soils.  This tree 

reaches heights of 59–98 ft.  

Cupressus sempervirens

Larger Trees
Pinus elliottii var. densa 

With its narrow columnar habit of growth, this 

evergreen forms tall, dark green columns 40 to 

60 feet in height. Trees are normally no more 

than three feet wide.  Planted three feet apart, 

they make a dense screen. Italian Cypress is 

often used for framing, as a strong accent 

around large buildings. It quickly grows much 

too tall for most residential landscapes, 

looking

much like a green telephone pole.



Common Name Botonical Name Common Name Botanical Name
Red Maple Acer rubrum Erect Bottlebrush Callistemon rigidus

Black Olive Bucida becerus Silver Buttonwood Conocarpus erectus

Hickory Carya ssp. East Palatka Holly Ilex X attenuata

Sycamore Platan occidentalis Dahoon Holly Ilex cassine

Laurel Oak Quercus laurifolia Yaupon Holly Ilex vomitoria

Water Oak Quercus nigra Southern Red Cedar Juniperus silicicola

Live Oak Quercus virginiana Crape Mrytle Lagerstroemia hybrids

Florida Elm Ulmus americana floridana Ligustrum Tree Lagerstroemia hybrids

Chinese Elm Ulmas parvifolia Tree form

Simpson Stopper Myrcianthes fragans

Southern Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora Wax Mrtyle Myrcia cerifera

Slash Pine Pinus ellittii Cattely Gauva Psidium littorale

Podocarous Podocarpus spp. Yellow Trumpet Tree Tabebuia umbellata 

Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum Winged Elm Ulmus alata

Walter's Vibumum Vibumum obovatum

Common Name Botonical Name Common Name Botanical Name
Paurotis Palm Acoelorraphe wrightii Alexandra Palm Archontaphoenix Alexandeae

Cabbage palm Sabal palmetto Areca Palm Chrysalidocarpus lutescens

Fan Palms Livistona spp. Everglades Palm Acoelorrhaphe wrightii

Fox Tail Palm Wodyetia Bifurcata Dwarf palmetto Sabal minor

Chinese Fan Palm Livistonia Chinensis Windmill Palm Trachycarpus fortunei

Christmas Palm Veitchia merrilli European Fan Palm Chamaerops humilis
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Required Trees

Canopy Trees Accent Trees

Subsitutes for Accent or Canopy Trees

Palm Trees

Required tree regulations for residential lots with requests for removal as of January 1 ,2013.  Each 

homeowner must have a minimum of four county required trees on their property.Two of these required 

trees must be in the front of the property,the other two required trees shall be on the sides or rear of the 

property. These trees ,if removed for whatever reason, must be replaced with another approved tree 

thru the ACR process at the homeowners expense.Any lots with less than the required minimum before 

January 1,2013 will not have to add any trees but none can be removed without being replaced.


