
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE BEND 
Your Willowbend Community Newsletter 

October, 2022 

 
Happy Halloween neighbors!  Wow, a lot has happened since my last newsletter and between 
travel, Ian and loss of our internet for three weeks, I’ve been a bit out of pocket.  So, you’re getting 
a later than normal and a much-abbreviated publication this month. 
 
We all know how fortunate we are following the hurricane; you’d hardly know we had a storm 
except for the stumps from the trees we lost which still remain throughout the neighborhood.  
Besides that, we are very fortunate for the tight community we have.   Neighbors were helping 
neighbors before, during and after the storm and continue to do so.  Before LMP sent in their army 
of employees to cleanup, people were cleaning up their yards and those of their neighbors.  What a 
stark difference if you were to walk through our connected neighborhood to the north.  Several 
days after the storm there were still branches laying across sidewalks and people walking into the 
street to avoid them.  That didn’t happen here! 
 

Board of Directors Notes 
 
At the last meeting the Board voted to accept 
Frontier’s cable/internet service contract 
proposal for the fastest upload/download speed 
they offer of 1 GB.  The cost difference between 
this service and the next slowest service was a 
matter of a few dollars per household and 
consensus from homeowners who attended the 
meetings were in favor of this option. 
 
At the meeting, Sentry Management was asked 
about of the 14 communities they manage, how 
many of them had reserve funds available for 
hurricane cleanup.  The answer was only 
Willowbend!  Kudos to the previous Boards that 
managed the budgets and left us financially 
capable of starting natural disaster recovery 
immediately after the storm. 
 
On that note, the next Board meeting will be 
held on Nov. 17 at 1:30 p.m. at Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, 2705 Tamiami Trial N., 
Nokomis.  At this meeting the Board will review 
and vote on the 2023 Willowbend budget. 
 

Concerns From Your Neighbors 
 
Here are some concerns that your neighbors have 
asked me to share: 
 
Paragraph 4.1 of the Willowbend Rules and 
Regulations state that pets will be leashed at all 
times when outdoors.  We received a report of an 
aggressive dog off leash frequently.  In addition, 
paragraph 4.2 states it is the pet owner’s 
responsibility to clean up after their pet.   
 
If people are going to walk at night or early in the 
morning especially if they use the road not the 
sidewalk, please consider carrying a flashlight 
and/or wear reflective apparel.  It is very difficult 
to see pedestrians when not using safety 
equipment or clothing.  One resident had a very 
close encounter which was very unsettling 
considering what could have happened. 
 
Please watch your speed when driving through the 
neighborhood.  We have more children moving 
into the neighborhood so let’s provide a safe place 
for them and all residents. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Landscape Committee Notes 
 
The committee and LMP continue to look at our 
pond health. The pond edges are in the process of 
being trimmed with an articulating trimmer which 
is very labor intensive and thus more time 
consuming. However, this method maintains an 
aesthetic barrier while keeping the trimmings 
from going in the water.   A lower buffer will be in 
place around all ponds for improved pond health. 
 
LMP is continuing to work on the storm damaged 
trees in the neighborhood with a limited crew.  Be 
patient, LMP has the most up to date list and they 
are working through it. 
 
Stumps from downed trees in the common areas 
will be removed by the HOA. Those on private 
property are at the homeowner’s responsibility to 
remove and at their expense.  Be sure that either 
the homeowner or contractor contacts Safe Dig at 
811 to flag their property for utilities prior to 
removal. 
 
Residents who require services from LMP must 
create a Work Order via the Sentry website.   
 
Anyone wishing to speak to the Landscape 
Committee may come to our Wednesday meeting 
at the pool area gazebo between 10-10:30. 

Did You Know? 
 

Japan is Suffering from a Ninja Shortage 
 

 
 

If you ever dreamed of being a ninja, now might 
be the time to make it a reality. The Japanese city 
of Iga, which has a rich history of Martial Arts 
Masters and claims to be the birthplace of the 
ninja, suffered from a ninja shortage in 2018.  
This despite the fact that they're willing to pay 
salaries as high as $85,000 for the performative 
ninjas willing to take on the job of staffing their 
annual ninja festival. 
 

Odds and Ends 
 
A big thank you goes out to the Social Committee 
and all volunteers for making our annual 
Oktoberfest a success! 
 
I’m still looking for volunteers to share a bit of 
themselves for another Get to Know Your 
Neighbors article.  It doesn’t need to be more 
than a few sentences and a photo. I’d like to start 
this again in the November issue. 
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