
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AROUND THE BEND 
Your Willowbend Community Newsletter 

January, 2023 

Happy Near Year, Willowbend!  I hope you enjoyed the holidays and time with family and friends.  
The Board of Directors chose not to hold a monthly meeting in December because there were no 
pending issues to be voted upon and the entire community was busy with holiday preparations.  
For the same reason, I did not publish a December newsletter.  If you have information you would 
like to share with the community, please let me know and I may be able to add it to future 
editions. 
 

Board of Directors Notes 
 
First, I must apologize to my fellow Board 
members and those residents who attended the 
January 18th board meeting.  It was a mistake I 
made that eventually led to the meeting being 
cancelled.   As you may have heard, John Santiago 
and Joe Trentacoste resigned their Board 
positions as Director at Large and Vice President 
respectively, effective immediately, once the 
meeting was brought to order.  Since there was 
no longer a quorum, the meeting was cancelled 
and rescheduled to January 26th.  We sincerely 
thank both John and Joe for the time and energy 
they devoted to the Board of Directors and the 
community.   
 
We currently have the minimum number of 
Board members in place to legally conduct a 
meeting and with the annual elections upon us 
soon, we didn’t feel there was a need to appoint 
interim Board members.  That being said, if you 
are looking for an opportunity to become more 
involved in the community and help shape the 
future of Willowbend please consider running in 
the upcoming election! 
 
Two business items were voted on in the January 
26th board meeting held at the Community Rec 
center. 
 
 

 
Stephen Meuler explained that even though the 
community was previously assured that FEMA 
would clean up the hurricane debris, FEMA has 
ceased clean-up operations in the area and the 
clean-up is now the responsibility of the 
community.  Waste Management provided an 
unofficial estimate of $87,000.00 for this project.  
Three quotes were received:  Arborists at 
$79,000.00, Coastal Cleaning at $51,000.00 and 
LMP at $37,500.00.  Stephen Meuler requested a 
motion to accept the LMP quote and it passed with 
a unanimous vote. 
 
Stephen Meuler requested a motion to authorize 
up to $10,000.00 to repair the street lights in the 
community damaged by the hurricane.  
Additionally, he requested the funds come from the 
2022 budget versus the light reserve fund as this 
would be consistent with the other hurricane clean-
up expenses previously approved.  This item passed 
with a unanimous vote. 
 
The next meeting will be held February 16th at 1:30 
p.m. at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 2705 Tamiami 
Trial N. Nokomis, Fl.  
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Community Parking Reminder 
 
I know we have a lot of new residents so I’d like to 
provide a reminder of the parking policy found in our 
Rules and Regulations. 
 
1.2.1 Vehicle Parking. 1.2.1.1: Privately owned 
vehicles are to be garaged to the greatest extent 
possible to enhance community appearance. Due to 
safety considerations on our narrow community 
streets, vehicles shall not be parked in other than a 
driveway or designated parking area except for 
intermittent and brief periods of time or during 
occasional social gatherings.  
 
1.2.1.2: Overnight visitor vehicle parking shall only be 
permitted in the homeowner’s driveway. Any 
overnight street parking is prohibited and subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Sheriff’s Department. Vehicles 
shall not park within two car lengths (or 30 feet) of 
mailboxes (Ref. USPS Notice 38, April 2000) or at any 
time block access to driveways and sidewalks. 
 
You can find this in the Legal Documents part of our 
website, https://www.willowbendcommunity.com/. 
 
Did You Know? 
 
The 1939 novel Gadsby is the longest book ever 
published that doesn't contain the letter 'e'. 
 

 
 
Back in 1939, American author Ernest Vincent 
Wright published Gadsby, a 50,000-word novel that 
doesn't use the letter 'e' once. What's more, it's not 
the only novel that ditched the letter. 
Author Georges Perec also wrote the French-
language book La Disparition without the letter 'e' in 
1969. That's even more astounding when you 
consider that 'e' is the most commonly used letter in 
the English and French language. 
 

It’s Orchid Season! 
 

Tony Nacinovich 
 

Note:  Sorry, since I didn’t publish a December newsletter, I 
didn’t get this information out in time for the first show. 
 
January marks the start of the Orchid Show Season 
here on the left coast – orchid paradise. There are 
three shows to put on your events calendar: 
 
January 7 – 8: The Sarasota Orchid Society Show--
Sarasota Municipal Auditorium 
 
February 4 – 5: The Venice Area Orchid Society 
Show--Venice Community Center 
 
March 3 - 4: The Englewood Orchid Society Show-
-Location TBD 
.   
These annual events have garnered a reputation 
for being the three largest and most popular 
orchid shows on the west coast of Florida, as well 
as major community events. They are truly unique 
and feature plants grown by some of the best 
commercial and hobbyist growers making for a 
huge diversity of genera.  
 
Your senses will be dazzled! More than 4,000 
visitors from the greater Sarasota and Venice area 
attend. You’ll see thousands of blooming orchids 
in artistically unique displays and have the 
opportunity to purchase plants, supplies and 
orchid art from premier vendors who are directed 
to only sell orchids that will thrive in our climate. 
 
Admission is cheap. Show hours vary but are 
usually 11 to 5 on Saturday and 10 to 4 on Sunday. 
Sales will begin at 10 a.m. both days. 
 
Caution: Attendees risk contracting a life-long 
addiction to owning and growing orchids. Others 
will ask: “Why didn’t we go to these shows 
before?” 
 



 

 

Twin Orchids 

Speaking of Orchids, Linda Maloney shared pictures of 
her twin orchids that attached to the oak tree in their 
front yard six years ago.  They bloom every year around 
this time.   Thanks Linda! 
 

 

 

What To Do After the Freeze 

 

It Important to Know What NOT to do After a Freeze!  
Do not prune plants or remove plants until you have 
determined the extent of injury.  
 
An Exception 
 Plants that have gone to “mush” may be removed or 
trimmed back. These include succulents, Agaves, 
tropical plants, and herbaceous perennials. The longer 
you leave them, the smellier they will get. Any annuals 
that have collapsed should be removed. Perennials 
such as Society Garlic may be clipped at the soil line, as 
they may come back from the roots.  
 
A Broad Generalization  
Plants that end up shedding their leaves have a greater 
chance of recovering from a freeze than those that 
hold onto dead leaves. Shedding leaves can indicate 
living stem tissue and, depending on the species, may 
offer a ray of hope. Plants that hold onto leaves have 
stems that are likely dead. 
 

Don’t Feed the Alligators! 

This is a picture of the alligator behind my house as 
it’s following me while I was fishing.  It shows all the 
signs that it has been fed by humans, which is 
extremely dangerous. 

 

When you feed alligators, it causes the alligators to 
lose their natural fear of humans and to associate 
humans with food. Normally, alligators will avoid 
humans. But if an alligator has been fed by humans, 
they will be more likely to move toward humans 
and could potentially become aggressive 

Additionally, Florida statute prohibits feeding 
wildlife or freshwater fish with food or garbage; 
attracting or enticing wildlife or freshwater fish 
with food or garbage; or allowing the placement of 
food or garbage in a manner that attracts or entices 
wildlife or freshwater fish. 

 

Celebrating New Puppies 

The Bunko crew surprised Jackie Leonard with a 
Puppy Shower celebrating her two new Scotties! 

 
 


